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What is NORAD’s Primary Mission?

Track Santa!
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NORAD Missions

Aerospace Control

Provide surveillance and exercise 

operation control of NA airspace

Maritime Warning

Process, assess, and disseminate intelligence regarding 

maritime areas and warn of maritime threats

Aerospace Warning

Detect, validate & warn of attack 

against North America by aircraft, 

missiles, or space. 
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Aerospace Warning:  Pre 9/11 Detection

* Depiction of radar/TARS locations not to scale
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Aerospace Warning: Post 9/11
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Aerospace Control: Non-State Actor Threat

NORAD’s primary focus is on unauthorized air activity approaching/within North American airspace

6,000+ aerodromes
4.5 million flights/yr

19,500+ aerodromes
50 million flights/yr
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Aerospace Control – Washington DC Special 

Flight Rules Area (SFRA)

• Design
• 30nm DCA VOR

• Surface to 17,999 ft

• Procedures
• IFR/SFRA flight plan

• Discrete code

• Two way radio

• Airspeed restriction

(PLAN, SQUAWK, TALK)
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Elements of Aerospace Control

•  Surveillance: Detect / Track / ID (enables Aerospace Warning)

•  Aerospace Control:    Scramble (Air Patrols)  → Intercept   →   Engage
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NORAD Construct

Head Quarters

 JOC

 Divisions 

Canadian NORAD region – Winnipeg, MB

 Canadian Air Defense sector – North Bay, ON

Continental U.S. NORAD Region – Tyndall AFB

 Eastern Air Defense Sector – Rome, NY

 Western Air Defense Sector – Tacoma, Washington

 

Alaskan NORAD Region – Elmendorf- Richardsons Joint Force 

Base

 Alaska Air Defense Sector

AWACS
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Questions
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